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NURSING STUDENTS — FEES 

677. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

Before I ask my question, I welcome and acknowledge the year 11 students from South Coast Baptist College in 
my electorate of Kwinana. 

I refer to the Health Workforce Australia report that projects nationwide nurse shortages of over 100 000 by 
2025 and this government’s decision to increase fees for enrolled nursing students from $1 862 in 2013 to over 
$8 000 in 2017, an increase of over 300 per cent. 

(1) Does the Minister for Health support these fee increases? 

(2) If he does, what message does he think this sends to young men and women considering a career in 
nursing? 

(3) If he does not support these fee increases, what measures will he take to ensure that this does not have a 
catastrophic impact upon our health workforce?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)–(3) That review was undertaken on behalf of all health ministers in Australia by Hon Jim McGinty, looking 

at projected workforce needs throughout Australia. It indicated a big shortage in the future of nurse 
numbers. I have to say that we do not seem, at this stage, to be moving towards those projections. As 
the member knows, we have had significant numbers of nurses graduating and, in fact, there have been 
some complaints that we have not been able to employ all the nurses who are currently graduating, and 
I think the trend of employment numbers is going up; we have not had any difficulties in employing 
nurses. The issue of cost of training is one for the minister responsible, but I recall the advice that was 
given during debate in this chamber. It is similar for anyone who goes to university. Someone told me 
during the debate the minimum charge for going to university; I think it was something in the order of 
$20 000 or $30 000, depending on the course—that is just a simple, basic course. My daughter is doing 
a science degree at university and she will have a HECS—higher education contribution scheme—debt 
at the end and will pay it off during the course of her employment. I understand that there will be loan 
options for people; again, I heard that during debate. I am just going on what I heard during debate. The 
reality is that the cost reflects the cost of the provision of the course, and I understand that we are 
moving towards cost reflectivity. 
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